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In the Claims 

This listing of claims wilt replace all prior listing, and versions, of claims in the application. 

Claim 1: (Currently Airiended) A method for utilidng a product code having product 
information contained therein for interfacing a user node to a remote node over a network, the u3er node 
having application software installed thereat for examining product code input ttiereto, comprising the 
steps of: 

5 extracting the product infomiation from the product code at the user node for input 

thereto, which product code is disposed on or in close association with an associated product; 
in response to the step of extracting, the application software: 

assembliiig a message packet containin g a destination address of an intenhediate 
node on die network, a source addres s tha^ defines th^ location of the user node on tf>e network 
10 and a data field that incltid e s the product informatiori thL pioduc t infuimatiuiu and 

transmittiiig the message packet to intermediate node on the network; 
receiving from die iiUermediate node on the network, instructional code that instructs die 
user node to connect to one of the remote nodes oil the network that has a defined association with the 
extracted product information defined at the intermediate node; and 
1 5 connecting the usernode to the one of the remote nodes in accordance with the received 

instructional code such that connection to die remote node is controlled by the intermediate node 
through the instructional code, wherein connections to remote nodes having defined relatidiiships to 
product information are controlled only by the intermediate node and not by any actions at the user 
node other than the operation of extracting, &nd wherein actions at die user node do not prevent 
20 connection or effect connection to die remote node. 

Claim 2: (Previously Presented) The method of Claim. 1 , wherein the product code comprises 
machine readable code. 
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Claim 3: (Original) The method df Clairn 2 wkerein the step of extracting comprises scaiuiing 
the machine readable code to extziiact the product code information therefrom. 

Ciaun 4: (Original) The mc^thod of Glieum 2, wherein the machine readable code comprises a 
bar code. 

Claim 5: (Original) The iftethod of Claiim 4, wherein the bar code represents a UPC 

Claim 6: (On ginal) The method of Claim 4, whereiii ttie bar code represents an ISBN number. 

Claim 7: (Original) The method of Claim 4^ wherein the bar code represents an E AN number. 

Claim 8; (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1, and further comprising thie step of 
interfacing with the network utiU^ing network routing information embedded with the instructional 
code. 

Claim 9: (Currently Amended) The method of Claim U wherein th e s t ep o f tranyini tt in g the 
message packe t comprises the steps -of: A method for utilizing a product code haviftg product 
infomiation contained theaiein for interfacing a user node to a Kamptenode ovcranetw ork. theusernode 
having; application software installed thereat for examining product code innut ti iereto, comprising the 
S steps of: 

extracting the nroduct information ftom the product code at the user node for input 

there t o , whic h product codg is dlspwg4 op or as^^o^ with m asgotiated prpOwt; 

in response to the step Of e^ttractina. the amplication software: 

asg^TPWinB a v^m^ffi packet th^ prodw^t mfonna^iflni 

10 transmitting the message packet containing the product information to the 

intennediate node on the network; and 
at the intermediate node: 

AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 

S/N 09/379.699 

Atty. Dkl. No. PHLY-24 J47 



PAGE 8/16 ' RCVD AT 1 1/412005 5:50:23 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTMFXRF-6/38 * DNIS:2/38300 * CSID:9/2 479 0464 « DURATION (mm-ss):06-06 



SENT BY: HOWISON, & ARNO- 



972 479 0464 



; NOV-4-05 SrHPM; 



PAGE 9/16 



companng the product infbrmatioti with an associative database disposed 
at the intermediate node and having stored therein associations with a j)lur^ility of 
13 product infonnaiiicm land associated routiag iiiforimation to at least one of the remote 

nodes on the network; and 

determining if tiierc is a iftatch; and 

if there is a match^ returning instructional code from the interinediate 
node to the user node, which instructioiial code has embedded therein the routing 
20 infonmation to the location on the network of the at least one of the remote nodes; 

receiving from theintermediatenode on the network, the instructional code thaif msfrticte 
d^ e user node to connect to one of the remotenodesOT the network that has a di?fined ^ocifttton with 

tbg g^trfl<?fe4p»y^<?t inf^r?iati<^ d^^ff4.,i^vtbg,,iy^fe^^ ffitd 

connecting rite user node to the one of the remote nodes in accordance with tite r^eived 
25 instructjonai code such that cotmection to the remote node is con tralled bv the intermediate node 
through the in stmcrional code, whtanein connections to remote nodes having defined relationships to 
product information are controlted onlv bv aie in termediate node and not bv anv actions at the user 
node other than the operation of e^ttacting.^ where in actions at the user node do not prevent 
connection or effect connection to the remotfe node. 

Claim 1 0: (Previously Presented) The ihethod of Claim 9, wherein the message packet comprises 
a data transmission that includes a destination address of the intermediate node on the netwoikv a source 
address that defines the location of riie user node on the network and a data field that faicludes the 
product information. 

Claim 1 1 : (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 10, wherein the destination address of 
the intermediate node is associate with the application software installed at the user node. 

Claim 12: (Previously Presented) The rriethod of Claim 11, wherein die appUcatiOii software 
installed at the user node is operating prior to the stiep of extracting, 
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Claini 13: (Cancelled) 

Claim 14; (Currently Amended) The method of Claim i{[13]l, wherein the destination address 
of the intermediate node is associ^tted with the application software installed at the user node. 

Claim 15: (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 4, wherein the application software 
installed at the user node is operating prior to the step of extracting. 

Claim 16: (Previoxtsly Presented) The method of Claim 1 , wherein Ac product code is visible. 

Claim 17; (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1, wherein the product code has the 
product information embedded wiAin a visible indicia. 

Claim 18: (Previously Presented) Hie mediod of Clahn 17. wherein tiie step of extracting 
comprises scanning the product code with an Optical scannet that is operable to extract the firoduct 
information botn the product code. 

Claim 19: (Previously Presented) A method for utilizing a product code having product 
information contained therein for interfacing a computing device at a user node on a network to at least 
one of a plurality of remote nodes on the network, flie conq[)uting device at the user node having 
application software installed the^t for examining product code input thereto, comprising the steps of: 
5 extracting the product information from the product code at die user node for input to the . 

computing device at the user node; 

in response to the step of extracting^ the ^plication software: 

assembliiig a data traftsfmission contaitiing the product information, and 
transmitting the data ttansmission to an intermediate node ott the network; 
10 receiving from the iiitermediatc node on the network instructional code that iiistructs the 

computing device at the user node to connect to one of the remote nodes on the netwoiic tjiat has a 
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defined association with the extraibted product ihfomiation, WMch defined association is defini^ at the 
intermediate node; and 

connecting Ae computing device at the user node to the one of the remote nodes in 
1 5 accordance with the received instructional code such that connection to the one of the remote nodes is 
controlled by the intetmediate node through the instructional code* wherein connections to remote. nodes 
on the network in response to the step of extracting are controlled only by the intermediate node and not 
by any actions at the user node other than the operation of extracting, and wherein actions at the user 
node do not prevent connection or effect connection to the one of the remote nodes. 

Claim 20: (Previously P^e^^ented> The method of Claim 19, wherein the product code 
comprises machine readable code. 

Claim 21: (Previously Presented) the fiiethdd of Claim 20 wherein the step of extracting 
comprises scanning the machine reiidable code with a scanning machine to extract the product code 
information therefrom. 

Claim 22: (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 20, wherein the machine reacfeble code 
comprises a bar code. 

Claim 23: (Previously Preisented) The method of Claim 19, and further comprising the step of 
interfacing with the network utilizing network routing infonnation embedded within the instrutctional 
code, which network routing information uniquely defines the one of the remote nodes on the networic 
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Claim 24: (Currently Attieiided) The riifcthokl of Clairii 1 {[13]], whetein the message packet 
contprises a message packet that iheludes a destination address ffiat deftnes the unique network routing 
information to the ihtermediaie iUIkI^ on the network, a source addfj&ss that deftnes the unique network 
routing information to the user node on the netwodc and a data field that includes the product 
5 information. 

Claim 25: (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 24, wherein the destination address of 
the intennediate node is associated with the application software installed at the computing device at 
the user node. 

Claim 26; (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 25, wherein the application: software 
installed on the coni4>uting device at the user node is operatiiijg; jprior to the step of extractitig. 

Claim 27: (C^anceled) 
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